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A MASSIVE industrial develop-
ment planned by the Federal Gov-
ernment along the congested Ips-
wich Motorway may be. scrapped
because of environmental concerns.

Despite claiming it wants to pre-
serve the site, the Department of
Defence i3 seeking to have banson
clearing trees on the Wacol land
overturned.

The land is part of a three-
parcel package belng sold by the
department, with plans for a 65-lot
industrial park on one site that
will add 4000 vehicles a day to the
motorway. ) .

But the biggest site, a 138ha par-
cel known as Pooh Corner, has
been listed as having endangered
remnant vegetation and cannhot
be cleared under state laws,

The Courier-Mall has obtained a
letter from Defence-employed con-
sultants to the state Department of
Natural Resources arguing the
protection is not warranted.

The letter said a new assessment
by its éecologist and geologist had
identified “inconsistencies” with
old regional ecosystem mapping.

“It i5 requested that the rem-

nant status and subsequently the.

regional ecosystem classification

for the vegetatioii assemblage on -

the site ts contirmed by your
department,” it said. .
Parlismentary secratary for
Defence Téress Gambaro sald the
Government was only seeking
clerifieation on & sinall portion of
the site. . : . .
Ms Gambaro said the depart-
ment was stiil determined to sell
the land despite its protected
status, and it was up to the future

owner to demonstrate how the
ecological values could be pre-
served.

“The land iz surplus to Defence

d sale
uns foul

requirements and will be disposed of

in accordance with Commonwesalth
Property Disposals Policy,” she said.

But Natural Resources Minister
Stephen Robertson said it was
“extremely unlikely” authorities
would overturn the protection to
allow it to be developed.

After belng confronted by con-
cerned environmentalists at a
recent community Cabinet meet-
ing, Mr Robertson wrote to Defence
Minister Robert Hill highlighting
concerns about the land sale.

“Any prospective buyer should
be aware it {s currently mapped as
endangered vegetation, and under
the Act endangered vegetation is
protected and it is extremely un-
likely’ state approval would be
given toclear the land,” he said,

Mr Robertson sald claims the
mapping was dated were untrue as
the site had been inspected by
Environmental Protection Agency
officers in November 2004,

The revelations have added to the
Defernice Department’s woes in at-
tempting to discard the three sltes.

The Courler-Mall revealed last
month that the department was
distributing among potential buyers
a traffic report based on the pro-
posed Ipswich Motorway upgrade,
which the Commonwealth opposes,

Federal Opposition infrastruc-
ture spokesman Bernie Ripoll said
Canberra should scrap the sale.

“If the Federal Government is
keen to offload the land, then per-
haps they can gift it to the State
Government to ensure its protec-

tlon, rather than selling to a pri-

vate developer,” he said.




